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DRAFT Meeting Minutes
1. Call to Order
· Chairman, Dr. Philip Lucas called the meeting to order.
2. Ascertainment of Quorum
· A quorum was met for this meeting.
3. Acknowledgement of Adoption of the Minutes of the June 30, 2015, meeting.
· Minutes from June 30, 2015 meeting were approved by the committee.

4. Report by the Chair and Co-Chair of MACCAN
· Update on Membership/Meeting with Mayor’s Office of Talent and Appointments (MOTA)
· Vice Chair, Dr. Cheryl Boyce announced that most membership terms will be up in September, and noted that many of the attendees are new or prospective members.
· Dr. Boyce stated that a key goal is to maintain a balance in community and government representation. 
· Dr. Boyce has a pending call with MOTA to follow up on pending applications, and to ensure a balance is achieved, while existing representation is maintained.
· Dr. Boyce reminded the attendees that MACCAN is a formal committee, subject to FOIA, and thus only permanent members can be counted toward quorum. Coverage is, however, a permissible when necessary.
· Dr. Boyce stated that she hopes to maintain the committee’s momentum through a group swearing-in or an interest meeting – the goal is to sustain momentum while waiting for the process of the Mayor’s office – a concern that she has conveyed to the office.

· Dr. Boyce is asking MOTA to review language prohibiting “government” employees from serving as MACCAN chair, as the intent is to prohibit DC government employees, while Dr. Boyce is a federal government employee.

· Concern was expressed regarding miscommunication when members who “serve at the pleasure of the mayor” are instructed to re-apply, yet encounter application language that suggests the members are new to MACCAN.
· Dr. Boyce attributes the confusion to a new mayoral administration, and the need to re-appoint all members under the new mayor, and with consistent terms.
· Dr. Boyce hopes to have all appointments come in under one order; ideally someone from the Mayor’s office can come to a meeting and conduct a group swearing-in.

· Dr. Boyce instructed the attendees to forward questions based on confusing correspondences to CFSA Planning Specialist, Roni Seabrook 

· Changes in the Chair 
· Dr. Lucas announced his resignation from his post, effective today, citing his concurrent commitments to MACCAN and the universities where he serves as professor.
·  Dr. Lucas stated that he will continue to serve as a resource to the committee, both as a presenter and a consultant. 
· Dr. Lucas recently obtained National Certification in transgender care, and the committee is looking into inviting Dr. Lucas for a presentation in this area.
· Review of the June 30, 2015 Prevent Child Abuse America (PCA America) presentation
· Dr. Boyce summarized the presentation, which offered four options for establishing a membership in the District of Columbia:

· A chapter of PCA could come through MACCAN

· A chapter could come through CFSA

· A chapter could come through the child advocacy center (Safe Shores)

· A chapter could stand as a community-based organization/non-profit

· One barrier to linking PCA to child advocacy groups is that it can be difficult for parents to engage services (Safe Shores has some prevention classes, but it is not the focus)
· Dr. Boyce asked if CFSA had parenting resources, beyond what is mandated.
· CFSA Deputy Director, Debra Porchia-Usher indicated that the Agency has parenting classes and supports, and works with collaboratives to offer services, but CFSA does not fund parent advocacy.
· The committee agreed that continued exploration of PCA membership is appropriate.
· Ora Graham of the Mayor’s Services Liaison’s Office stated that PCA has a lot of potentially worthwhile supports. 

· Ms. Graham has offered to reach out to PCA via e-mail.
· Dr. Boyce has instructed a small subcommittee to explore PCA membership, and to start by participating in a follow up phone call.

· Dr. Boyce set forth an action item: Invite any non-profit or CBO that is interested in PCA membership to contact Roni Seabrook.
5. Presentation 
· Human Trafficking & Child Welfare
Presenter: Stephanie Minor Harper, Court Improvement Project Director, DC Superior Court
· Child Sex trafficking is one of the most common types of commercial exploitation of children.
· Despite connotations of international activity, it is also a domestic issue, which is the perspective of this presentation.
· It is important to approach children involved in sex trafficking as victims, whereas they are often brought into the system because they are picked up on such charges as prostitution.
· Recent development in the District (June 2015): Safe Harbor Law – anyone under 18, picked up for prostitution, will be considered a victim, not prosecuted as an offender.
· Issue raised by attendee (Children’s Law Center):  while prosecution may no longer be an issue, there still remains uncertainty regarding how to assist victims referred to CFSA and MPD.
· Recommendation (Parent Watch): a case involving an individual identified at age 18, that has been involved in trafficking since age 12 or 13, should be viewed differently.
· Human Rights Project for Girls study found that 60 percent of child sex trafficking victims are from the child welfare system – this indicates how important it is for child welfare systems to address the issue.
· The intake process includes screening for signs of trafficking – CFSA, DYRS, and Court Social Services are common points of intake. 

· Observation (CFSA): Social media activity is a factor that could prove helpful in the screening process. 
· Engagement issue: how do you ask questions in a way that does not shut down communication? 

· Recommendation (CFSA): Front line professionals, e.g., teachers, can help in the process of identifying for signs of trafficking.
· Recommendation (Dr. Boyce): peers could also be a valuable information source.
· Recommendation (Parent Watch): Training must not only happen at the top – we have train those on the front lines – particularly when parents will only invite certain individuals into their homes to openly share information.
· Response (Ms. Minor-Harper) I will share concerns and recommendations with those who are putting protocols together. 

· (Parent Watch): Co-learning and co-training will help each group to learn what the other is doing.

· (Parent Watch): Beyond merely inviting stakeholders, community members must be truly valued for their contributions - this is how agencies can integrate what really works.

· District officials recently participated in two national conferences to learn, among other things, how each jurisdiction could access different national resources.

· An action plan was developed, which ultimately led to implementation of the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act. 

· The Act includes other elements, not directly related to sex trafficking (e.g., changes to APPLA, subsidies, and court attendance requirements).
· Ms. Minor-Harper suggested that CFSA revise its data reporting system to incorporate new requirements.
· Response (CFSA): A taskforce is investigating a new system with the Agency’s IT department, while also communicating with the federal government to understand expectations/requirements.
· A key element of DC’s State Action Plan involves training: Identifying all the  people who need to be trained – 

· Judge Puig-Lugo of the DC Superior Court is leading the initiative and convening the appropriate officials.
6. Opportunity for Public Comment 
· Dr. Boyce and the attendees extended gratitude to outgoing chair, Dr. Lucas, for his service.
7. Adjournment
· Dr. Lucas adjourns the meeting.

8. Next Meeting October 27, 2015, 10:30-12:00 pm @ CFSA
If any questions/comments, please contact Roni Seabrook at (202) 724-7076 or roni.seabrook@dc.gov.

