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The parties may bring witnesses.  The parties may seek to compel the presence of a witness 

by a subpoena issued by the Board consistent with 3 DCMR § 5523.  If a party or witness is deaf, 

or because of a hearing impediment cannot readily understand or communicate the spoken English 

language, the party may apply to the Board for the appointment of a qualified interpreter.3  Any 

witness has the right to refuse to answer a question that might tend to incriminate him or her by 

claiming the Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.4 

If any party waives the right to be present at the hearing or fails to appear at the hearing, 

the Board may proceed ex parte, unless the Board extends the time of the hearing.5 
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3 D.C. Official Code § 2-509(a). 
4 D.C. Official Code § 1-1162.14(c). 
5 3 DCMR § 5503.4 
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