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Board of Ethics and Government
Accountability
bega.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-481-3411

The District of Columbia's Board of Ethics and Government
Accountability (BEGA) is responsible for overseeing the Office of
Government Ethics and the Office of Open Government. The Office of
Government Ethics administers and enforces the District of Columbia
Code of Conduct. The Office of Open Government is responsible for
enforcing the Open Meetings Act and providing advice on the proper
implementation of the Freedom of Information Act.

Summary of Services

Specifically, BEGA is responsible for:

• Investigating alleged violations of the Code of Conduct, holding adversarial hearings and, where
appropriate, levying sanctions;

• Issuing Advisory Opinions, providing “safe-harbor” for good-faith reliance on these opinions;
• Issuing Advisory Opinions on its own initiative;
• Conducting mandatory ethics training for District government employees;
• Updating and maintaining the District's Ethics Manual;
• Receiving and reviewing public financial disclosure statements from public officials and certification

statements from Advisory Neighborhood Commissioners;
• Overseeing compliance of certain government employees who must file confidential financial disclosure

statements with their agency heads;
• Receiving and auditing lobbyist registration forms and lobbyist activity reports;
• Issuing binding opinions on compliance with the Open Meetings Act;
• Monitoring and providing advice on District agencies' compliance with the Freedom of Information Act;

• Assisting government agencies in the implementation of open government policies and practices.
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The agency’s FY 2025 approved budget is presented in the following tables:

Table AG0-2
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Program Description
The Board of Ethics and Government Accountability operates through the following program:

Ethics and Accountability - operates through the following 2 activities:

• Board of Ethics – receives, investigates, assesses, and adjudicates violations of the Code of Conduct;
provides mandatory ethics training; issues rules and regulations governing the ethical conduct of
employees and public officials; provides ethics guidance and safe harbor advice to government
employees; provides for anonymous and confidential receipt of information related to violations of the
Code of Conduct or other information with regard to its administration or enforcement; oversees all
lobbyist registration and activity in the District; and oversees and enforces all Financial Disclosure
Statement filing by District public officials and government employees; and

• Office of Open Government – receives and resolves all Open Meetings Act complaints against public
bodies; oversees compliance of public bodies and enforces all requirements of the Open Meetings Act;
issues advice to public bodies on compliance with the Open Meetings Act; issues advice to District
government agencies on compliance with the Freedom of Information Act; conducts mandatory
trainings for the Open Meetings Act and Freedom of Information Act; and provides policy
recommendations to government agencies on transparency best practices.
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Note: For more detailed information regarding the approved funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please
see Appendix H, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, of the Executive Summary, Volume 1 located on the OCFO’s website.

Table AG0-6

Program Structure Change
The Board of Ethics and Government Accountability has no program structure changes in the FY 2025
approved budget.
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Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: BEGA's FY 2025 Local funds budget proposal includes an increase of $18,285 to adjust the
professional services budget in the Ethics and Accountability program

Decrease: BEGA's FY 2025 Local funds budget proposal includes a decrease of $18,285 in personnel
services in the Ethics and Accountability program to offset projected adjustments in nonpersonnel services
costs.

In Special Purpose Revenue funds, the budget proposal includes an overall decrease of $140,286 in the
Board of Ethics activity in the Ethics and Accountability program. This adjustment is comprised of a decrease
of $7,566 to reflect projected personnel services adjustments; and $132,720 to reflect projected fund
balances.

District’s Approved Budget
No Change: The District of Columbia's Board of Ethics and Government Accountability budget reflects no
change from the Mayor’s proposed budget to the District’s approved budget.




